144                       LEGAL DEPOSIT OF BOOKS

question is whether the United Kingdom publishers and authors
get a sufficient compensation for the deposit of their copies in
Trinity College Library. They do not get advertisement of a very
satisfactory nature, since this Library presumably does not
announce its accessions,1 but the copies are there to be seen and
used if required. There is the advantage that English, Scottish,
and Welsh scholarship and literature are assured of full repre-
sentation in Dublin, which is certainly desirable, but the same
might be said of any or all other parts of the British Empire.

Some therefore contend that the position of Trinity College
as a copyright library is somewhat anomalous and illogical,
and that this Library has now no moral right to claim free
copies of books first published in the United Kingdom. In
fact, there is a strong opinion that the Publishers' Association of
Great Britain are slow in not asking to be relieved of this obliga-
tion in view of the strength of their case. On the other hand, the
tendency to regard the four kingdoms of England, Scotland,
Wales, and Ireland as an indivisible whole in so far as knowledge
and scholarship are concerned seems to many to transcend any
slight political differences, while the geographical and transport
problems of sending copies from England to Ireland in no way
compare with the enormous difficulties that inter-dominion and
colonial deposition of copies on a large scale would present.

Free State when this position was made clear in the debates to the Bill to the
Free State Act of 1927.
1 The Free State Government Publications Sales Office publishes a yearly
list of every Free State publication, so far as is practicable.